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BAPTIST UNION. 


T a MEETING of the COMMITTEE of the BAPTIST 
UNION, HELD at FEN-COURT, FENCHURCH STREET, 
October 14th 1840, 


W. T. BEEBY, ESQ, in the chair. 


A communicaticn from the Anti-slavery Society, containing certain resolu- 
tions of the General Anti-slavery convention, held in London, in June last, 
having been read and considered, it was resolved, 

That in the opinion of this committee it is the duty of christian churches 
to separate from their communion those persons, who, after they shall have 
been faithfully warned in the spirit of the gospel, continue in the sin of 
enslaving their fellow-creatures, or holding them in slavery. 

W. H. MURCH, D.D., 
JOSEPH BELCHER. 
EDWARD STEANE, 


Secretaries. 





TO THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES OF GREAT 
BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 


CurisT1AN FRIENDs,—The committee of the British and Foreign 
Anti-slavery Society address themselves particularly to you on the 
present occasion, and solicit your earnest attention to the following 
resolutions which were passed unanimously by the general anti- 
slavery convention on the 18th of June last. 

“ON WITHHOLDING CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP WITH SLAVE-HOLDERS. 

“1.—That it is the deliberate and deeply rooted conviction of 
this convention, which it thus publicly and solemnly expresses to 
the world, that slavery in whatever form, or in whatever country 
it exists, is contrary to the eternal and immutable principles of 
justice, and the spirit and precepts of christianity, and is therefore 
a sin against God, which acquires additional enormity when com- 
mitted by nations professedly christian, and in an age when the 
subject has been so generally discussed, and its criminality so 
thoroughly exposed. 

“ 2,—That thisconvention cannot but deeply deplore the fact 
that the continuance and prevalence of slavery are to be attributed, 
in a great degree, to the countenance afforded by many christian 
churches, especially in the western world, which have not only 
withheld that public and emphatic testimony against the crime 
which it deserves, but have retained in their communion without 
censure, those by whom it is notoriously perpetrated. 

* 3.—That this convention, while it disciaims the intention or 
desire of dictating to christian communities the terms of their 
fellowship, respectfully submit that it is their incumbent duty to 
separate from their communion all those persons who, after they 
have been faithfully,warned in the spirit of the gospel, continue 
in the sin of enslaving their fellow-creatures, or holding them in 
slavery—a sin, by the commission of which, with whatever miti- 
gating circumstances it may be attended in their own particular 
instance, they give the support of their example to the whole 
system of compulsory servitude and the unutterable horrors of 
the slave-trade.” 

You will perceive that, in the last of these resolutions, the con- 
vention have expressed their opinion on a part of what they deem 
to be the duty of the churches of Christ ; and, as they did not 
themselves constitute a church, to express their opinion was 
obviously all that it was competent for them to do. It is for those 
only who are united in church relation to act in such a matter. It 
is for this reason that we address you, inasmuch as being churches 
of Christ, it is competent to you to take a practical step in a case 
in which the convention could only express an opinion. Should, 
the opinion which they have expressed be your opinion also, you 
may come to a further resolution that no persistent slave-holder 
shall henceforth be permitted to sit at the table of the Lord with 
you. This is the practical step which we wish you to take into 
serious consideration, and we trust that, with but little if any 


difficulty, you will see your way clear to its adoption. 
If you should be as yet unacquainted with the ve great and 
afflictive extent to which, in some parts of the world, professing 


christians generally, and oleae s of the same denominations as 

ourselves (we include both Baptists and Pedo-baptists) are 
implicated in the fact of slave-holdine, and all its consequent 
wrongs and sufferings, we et hes you to reada short pamphlet 
which has recently been published by the British and Foreign 
Anti-slavery society, entitled American Churches the Bulwarks of 
American ree sf in which the subject is opened up by an 
American (Mr. ey on unquestionable evidence. e pam- 
hlet may be purchased for a small price ; or, if a donation of a 
ew for useful circulation were requested at the Anti-slavery 








office, they would be readily granted. You would then see that, 
in the United States alone, there are thousands of christian 
churches, and hundreds of thousands of christian professors, 
Baptist, Independent, Presbyterian, Methodist, and Episcopal, 
all alike involved in this criminal practice, and in either perpetra- 
ting or sheltering its worst enormities. 

That you would feel it your duty and privilege to contribute 
anything you consistently might towards the annihilation of so 
horrible a system, and more especially towards the cleansing of 
the church of Christ from so foul a stain, the committee cannot 
doubt for a moment. But you will be ready to say, perhaps, 
that this evil is a great way off from you, and that you are never 
likely to have American slave-holders request communion with 
you. Now admitting for the present the probability, or even the 
certainty of this, we may still say that the adoption of the course 
we have laid before you will be productive of much good. Profess- 
ing christians in America are far from being insensible to the good 
opinion of their brethren, and are known to attach no small value 
to their present acknowledged standing in honourable fellowshi 
with the churches of similar denominations in Great Britain. If 
their sister churches in this country should declare, that they have 
been led to reckon persistent slave-holding a thing so abhorrent 
to the precepts of christianity, and so inconsistent with its honour, 
that they cannot recognise the religious profession of a slave-holder 
such a declaration would make the ears tingle of every slave-holding 
professor in the American Union. It would not affect those merely 
who might anticipate an occasional visit to England, and a 
disagreeable repulse when they should ask for admission to the 
Lord’s table ; it would thrill through the whole body, as attaching 
a stigma of the severest kind to the entire system to which they 
are clinging. In many it would lead to reflection, and tend power- 
fully to open their eyes ; some, at present doubtful and irresolute, 
it would confirm in their nascent purposes of good; it would 
strengthen the hands of such friends to pure and undefiled christi- 
anity as might be found scattered through the churches, and would 
tend to separate the chaff from the wheat, by provoking the hypo- 
critical argo into open rage. All would be useful, and the 
entire effect incalculably beneficial. 

If it should occur to you that little could result from the action 
of a single church, we might remark, first, that the action of a 
single church, however small or obscure, would produce an effect. 

uite perceptible, and far too valuable to be lost ; and, secondly, 
that it is only by the action of single churches that the sense of 
congregational bodies is to be expressed. It belongs to your con- 
stitution to acknowledge no external authority. None can either 
express your sentiments, or oblige your conduct, but yourselves, 
acting at a meeting of each church. Thus, to take an example 
from the Baptist denomination, (which is at the present moment 
in the attitude best adapted for the illustration of the point) the 
board of Baptist ministers in London have affirmed the resolution 
of the convention ; so likewise has the committee of the Baptist 
Union ; but these bodies, like the convention itself, have found it 
competent to them only to express their opinion—neither are the 
sentiments of a single Baptist church declared, nor is the course of 
a single Baptist church dettaininid by their decisions. The case 
would be the same, if the subject were taken up even by the 
associations of the churches throughout the country. There is 
therefore no method of ascertaining the views, or of regulating the 
conduct of the congregational bodies in this country, but by the 
action of individual churches, and hence it is of the utmost im- 

ortance that each church should take up the subject for itself. 

his plan, in course of time, and perhaps with much rapidity, 
ae & be acted on by all the churches, and the entire christian 
body in England of the Congregational order may pronounce its 
separation from fellowship with slave-holders. Such a consumma- 
tion is most devoutly to be wished. 

We have made these remarks on the supposition that com- 
munion at the Lord’s table with slave-holders would never become 
a practical question with churches on this side of the Atlantic. 
This, however, cannot really be admitted. Slave-holding professors 
from the United States are continually coming over to England $ 
and there is not a Congregational church in the countr t is 
liable to be asked by such a one for transient communion sat 4 
ordinance day that passes. We know of one church in whic 
such a request was actually presented only a few weeks ago—we are 
happy to say, it was also refused. very church, however 
situated, should so settle the principle as to be prepared for action 
whenever the case may arise. : : 

In bringing the question of non-communion with slave-holders 
under consideration, a church would find, of course, that they 


7 





















4 
td 
i: 
3 


Adie SAE Gee ue ER 


e 


a 
| 
i 
a 
a 








Sac inte eek oat eee eS tee cna 






























266 


Bi fete = i aie Sal 5 DOD eh hae 
ees 4. «> 


THE ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER. 





ee en 
Waa ete Aaa wer Tat mM ma ST, 
Saag Se dla Ce a ea 





cannot suitably take it up exactly as it was taken up by the con- 
vention. With them it must be, not the expression of an opinion 
as to the duty of others, but a practical decision as to their own. 
Will our friends permit us to suggest, that it might convenientl 
be brought forward in the form of preamble and resolution fol- 
lowing :— 

” church, having taken into consideration the fact, that 
christian professors in various parts of the world are holding their 
fellow-creatures, and in many cases their fellow-christians, in 
bondage ; and being convinced that such a course is essentially 
unchristian in principle, and inevitably productive of unchristian 
and immoral conduct :— 

Hereby resolve, 

That it is their duty, and henceforth their determination, to 
withdraw themselves from communion at the Lord’s table with 
every person known to. be the holder of a slave.” 

Upon a rg ance thus framed and submitted, the discussion, 
if one should ensue, and ultimately the sense of the church, might 
be taken. We can hardly doubt what thesense of the churches would 
be, throughout the whole country, at least by large majorities. 
Why should we despair of unanimity! Let us hope, at all events, 
that the attention of all the churches will be drawn to the subject, 
that the pastors and deacons of the churches will immediately con- 
fer on it among themselves; that they will make themselves and 
their friends acquainted with the facts of the case, and that they 
will do all which they may find a scriptural warrant to do in this 
interesting matter. 

There is reason to believe that slavery in the United States would 
falt beneath the weight of its own enormities if the support of the 
churches of Christ did not preserve it from ruin. There is reason to 
believe further, that the churches of Christ in America cannot 
continue their support of slavery, if they are met with the universal 
rebuke of their Satire: in Britain. The British churches, there- 
fore, should feel that a weapon fitted to give the death-blow to 
American slavery is put into their hands, and that a very serious 
responsibility attaches to them for the use they make of it. Most 
especially does this responsibility attach to churches of the Con- 
gregational order. It is in these only that the sense of the church- 
members is appealed to, or can be taken; it # in these pre-eminently 
that freedom and facility exist for ecclesiastical action. We hope 
that our christian friends will feel their privilege, do their duty, 
and let it be known that they have done it. e shall be very 
happy to be made acquainted with the names of those churches 
in which the course we have recommended shall have been 
adopted. 





BRITISH SLAVE-HOLDERS.— IMPERIAL BRAZILIAN 
MINING ASSOCIATION. 


WE lay before our readers the following documents. 
marks upon them will be found elsewhere. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER. 
New Bank Buildings, 12th October, 1840. 


Sin—The Directors of the Imperial Brazilian Mining Association have 
had their attention called to the last numher of the Anti-Slavery Reporter, 
in which is contained a letter subscribed ‘‘ The late Secretary of Gongo 
Soco.” : 

The writer of the letter was a clerk to the company’s commissioner in 
Brazil, and, on his arrival in London, he set up a most exorbitant and un- 
founded pecuniary claim against the Association, accompanied by a threat 
of what he was pleased to term public exposure, unless the directors sub- 
mitted to his demands. 

A copy of one of his letters (and there are several of a similar nature) 
accompanies this. 

The directors altogether rejected bis claim, and, having instituted a 
strict inquiry, ascertained beyond doubt that the statements of this indi- 
vidual were utterly false. 

That he should have published in revenge a gross and scandalous libel 
in no degree surprises the directors, but they do not understand how the 
conductors of the Anti-Slavery Reporter can justify the insertion of a do- 
cument so grossly calumnious, without making any inquiry of the parties 
affected by it, particularly as it appears by the very letter that the Impe- 
rial Brazilian Mining Association has an office in London where full and 
accurate information of the truth might have been obtained. 

The directors, some months since, extracted from a letter of your cor- 
respondent the principal charges which appear to be reiterated, nearly 
verbatim in your paper, and we now transmit to you these, with the replies 
they received from a geatleman who had the charge of the Blacks on their 
establishment for seven years, from 1852 to 1839, and who having left the 
service of the Association, had no inducement to represent any facts 
otherwise than as they really existed. 

These replies could have been extended, and confirmed by others, if 
time permitted, but,as you have put forth a statement so highly injurious 
to the Association, we call upon you, as an act of common justice, to insert 
in your next paper this letter as the answer of the Company, and we trust 
it will be accompanied with a suitable apology for your own editorial 


Some re- 


_ remarks, made without inquiry, in a case not warranting them. 


We beg to call for the names of the Committee of the Anti-Slavery 
Society, under whose sanction the Reporter is printed. 
We are Sir, your most obedient servants, 
. J. C. & H. Fresurrevp. 





The Chairman and Board of Directors of the Imperial Brazilian Mining 


Association. 
13, Warwick Lane, Paternoster Row, 19th Feb. 1840. 


Gentlemen,—Agreeably to my promise, I now enclose you a copy of 
the first pf a sereis of letters I shall address to you through the press, 





[WEDNESDAY 
When the subject is complete, which shall include a his of every 
English Mining Association in the Brazils, and a similar exposé of the Rio 


Doce, these shall be condensed into a pamphlet for the information of the 
Anti-slavery Society, and for the perusal of the public in general, with an 
epitome in the shape of a petition to both houses, praying that it may be 
made a felony for Englishmen to hold slaves, working them for the sake 
of producing a dividend only. ‘ 

I have already stated that I held the post of secretary for two years and 
a-half, and I ought to have enjoyed the salary attached to that appoint- 
ment; that £200 a-year having been most unjustly withheld from me, I 
consider that I am equitably entitled to these arrears, although you may 
have my release, which was extorted from me, or | should never have 
been permitted to return to England. This gross injustice is the more 
ill-timed and illiberal, because even Mr. Duval, with all his pompous 
egotism, never had confidence enough to transmit any document of im- 
portance to the legislative assembly at Rio, or tothe provincial legislature, 
in Portuguese, without submitting it to me for revision, lest any of his 
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words er phrases might not be strictly correct. They have even been 
forwarded to me at Gongo Soco from Ouro Preto for this p a 
I, therefore, at all events, ought not to have been thus mercenarily 


mulcted. 


I will now give you four-and-twenty hours to decide as to the course 


you mean to pursue towards me, and, 


if this be not to my satisfaction, no 


consideration shall induce me to forego my present determination. 
In the meantime I request you will give instructions to your secretary, 
and the clerk in your office, to meddle less with the private affairs of 


myself and family. 


I am respectfully, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 


F. A. Kentisu. 





MR. F. A, KENTISH’S CHARGES. 

Fifty-five fathoms deep in the 
bowels of the earth they have six 
or seven hundred slaves, occupied in 
the most severe toil for fourteen 
hours a-day, with the exception of 
the time necessary for their scanty 
meals. 

In the West Indies the slave en- 
joyed the privilege of inhaling the 
same fresh breeze which his inex- 
orable tormentor breathed. In the 
mines of the Imperial Brazilian 
Mining Association, this comfort is 
for ever denied him, until the mo- 
ment arrives when he has to drag 
his wearied frame up fifty-five fa- 
thoms of ladder, and then he emerges 
from the dark, gloomy, melancholy 
caverns, where he has been buried 
and shut out from the light of day 
from sunrise until it sets. 


The soil of these mines is a black 
sand, which no art can prevent from 
falling in. The consequenceis, that 
from time to time numbers are buried 
alive, and when dug out are dying, 
mutilated; or dead, and as the water 
filters rapidly through the sand, this 
mass of human misery are for ever 
labouring at the bottom of these 
swampy caverns, almost knee-deep 
in mud. 

This entails upon them agues and 
other malignant fevers. 

These they endeavour to avoid by 
drinking inordinately of the strong 
new rum of the country, which soon 
produces habitual and confirmed 
drunkenness. 


The slaves of the benevolent Im- 


‘perial Brazilian Mining Association 





ANSWER. 

IT had charge of the slaves for 
seven years, and the total number of 
slaves belonging to the Imperial 
Brazilian Mining Association when 
I left Gongo, in January, 1839, were 
not as Mr. Kentish says, six or 700, 
but only 413, viz.: 





Men. 174 
Women... 116 
Children . . 123 
Together . . 413 


The mine is only fifty-five fathoms 
deep in one shaft, consequently not 
more than three or four men could 
work at a time, and they were regu- 
larly relieved every six hours, at the 
same time that the Englishmen were. 
Their hours of work are divided 
into distinct portions of the day, viz. 
six, eight, and twelve hours out of 
twenty-four, according to the nature 
of the work to be performed, and the 
locality, &c. 

The two latter classes have one 
hour each day for their meals, for 
which they always come to the sur- 
face, exclusive of the time expended 
in coming up and returning to their 
stations; the last-named class, or 
those who work twelve hours, are 
solely employed on the surface, and 
never underground ; the six hours 
men are those who work in wet 
places, and remain that time only 
underground during the twenty-four 
hours, at the expiration of which 
they come to the surface, change 
their clothes, and have the remaining 
eighteen hours to themselves, four 
hours and a half of which they ge- 
nerally voluntarily work at sundry 
jobs on the surface to gain money, 
which many of them do to the 
weekly amount of 960 reis, which, at 
the rate of exchange fixed for paying 
your English labourers, is worth 
nearly four shillings. 

During the whole time I was 
there, not a single fatal accident 
happened to your blacks in the mine ; 
there were severe falls, &c., but in 
every instance they completely re- 
covered. The climate of Gongo 
Soco is proverbial as being one of 
the most salubrious in the world, 
neither epidemic nor malignant dis- 
eases are ever known, and the mor- 
tality amongst the slaves did not 
average 2} per cent. per annum dur- 
ing the time I was there. Every 
man has an allowance of about a 
quarter of a pint of rum each day, 
and in no instance are they allowed 
to purchase any ; if proved so doing, 
they are liable to be punished in 
various ways, according to the de- 
gree and repetition of the offence, 
nor do I know a confirmed drunkard 
amongst them. 

The utmost any man works during 
the week is 62 hours, and that only 
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work ninety hours weekly: that is, 
from four in the morning until six in 
the evening, or fourteen hours daily 
for six days, and the half of Sunday. 


The merciful Imperial Brazilian 
Mining Association permit their 
male and female slaves to be stripped 
indiscrimately, and most severely 
flogged at the whim or caprice of 
the persons appointed for the time 
to superintend them. 

The cat-o’-nine tails is made of 
knotted whip-cord, and at every 
swing it tears away portions of flesh 
from the back and shoulders, which 
are, when well mutilated, pickled in 
brine, and this adds so insufferably 
to the tortures of the whip, that it 
is almost a refinement of the studied 
cruelties of the ancient Spanish 
inquisition. 

Another mode of torture practised 
by the Imperial Brazilian Mining 
Association on their male and female 
slaves is this; a piece of Brazil 
wood, which is as hard and as heavy 
as iron, in length about 20 inches 
and 13 inch thick, is selected. This 
is shaped into a long handle with a 
thong at the end, that the tormentor 
may secure a firm grasp of it, and 
a round flattened ball is left at the 
extremity, big enough to cover the 
largest black’s hand. The victim is 
forced to hold out his or her hand, 
which is struck with this terrible 
instrument with the full swing and 
with all the might and force of the 
most athletic arm. At every blow 
the sufferer is nearly brought to the 
aby and, by the time he or she 
as received sixty, the bones are 
bruised, and the flesh of the hand 
and fingers is swelled toa frightful 
extent. If anything were placed 
beneath the hand to prevent its 
recoil, every bone would be literally 
smashed to atoms the first blow. 

On some occasions the women 
have an iron mask fixed on the face, 
and a heavy iron collar round the 
neck, and, with a number of small 
bells fastened on their petticoats, 
they are driven about the village 
from sunrise to sunset by a ruffian 
appointed for the purpose. 


Women are kept at hard labour 
up to the latest stage of pregnancy, 
and, before they are in a fit condition 
to labour, they are driven to the 
works with their child or children 
tied to their backs ; andin this unna- 
tural state they toil until the said 
child or children are able to take 
care of themselves, as the Directors 
will not consent to appropriate a 
room for their reception in infancy, 
nor appoint one or two women to 
watch over and protect them, be- 
cause they would then be deprived 
of their services, 
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on the surface. Saturday being 
always a holiday from two o’clock— 
they never work on Sundays, except- 
ing on very urgent occasions, the ne- 
cessity for so doing but very seldom 
happens ; they are all obliged to 
i as in their goog 
an larly to chapel every 
Subday. “The men are divided into 
two divisions, one of which work 
by day, the other by night, and 
these divisious change every alter- 
nate week. 

No female slave was ever stripped 
and flogged, the men only, and that 
but seldom, and only when all lighter 
means of punishment had failed. 


The cat-o’-nine tails is much the 
same as that used in the army, but 
not so severe. Such a thing as 
brine having been put on the slaves’ 
backs after punishment, or used in 
any shape, never once took place. 


The piece of flattened wood spo- 
ken of is about six inches in cir- 
cumference, and shaped nearly as 
described. One dozen on each 
hand is the utmost ever given at one 
time, and I venture to say, that a 
rattan struck with force on the hand 
is a much more severe and lasting 
punishment ; it was never resorted 
to by me when it could be avoided. 


Iron masks there were none. 
There were some masks made of 
tin, which were done away with 
under the administration of Colonel 
Skerrett, ‘after which they were 
never resorted to: during the time J 
remained. Such a thing as an iron 
collar having been put on a woman 
never took place ; and as to their 
being driven about-the village from 
sunrise to sunset, it is utterly and 
wholly without foundation. 

Women when pregnant do not 
work for two months previous to 
their confinement ; they remain all 
day in a large shed, taking care of 
the younger children. This was the 
regular rule, and formerly they went 
to hospital a month or more before 
they expected to be confined. The 
system was altered after the depar- 
ture of Dr. Collier, when they were 
prohibited from going to hospital 
till they were in daily expectation 
of being confined. ‘I'wo or three 
women, together with all those who 
may be in a forward state of preg- 
nancy, attend in a large shed for the 
purpose of taking care of the chil- 
dren, and do no other work but 
sweep the shed; and all women, 
when they leave the hospital after 
confinement, always remain in this 
shed during the day for five or six 
weeks before they go even to light 
work; this, with a fortnight or three 
weeks in the hospital, will give them 
— time to recover. The slaves 
at Gongo Soco are both well clothed, 
and well fed regularly twice each 
day, with the best provisions that 
can be procured, they were the 
most healthy, happy, and contented 
set of people I ever saw ; upwards 
of £15. was weekly distributed 
amongst them, with which they pur- 





chased what they. wished for, or 


might require; the only thing they 
Se: prohibited from putas’ 4 


Was spirits. : 
I shall defer to my next the des- _ The disgusting nightly bacchan 
cription of the disgusting nightly lian orgies mentioned by Mr. Kent- 
bacchanalian orgies, in which the ish, ‘“‘in which the black women are 
black women are brought naked on brought naked on the scene,” is 
the scene. utterly without the slightest founda- 
tion. 





THE SLAVE-TRADE IN EGYPT. 
Lerrer oF Dr. Mappex to Menemet Att. 
Alexandria, Sept. 6, 1840. 


May it please your Highness,—On the 4th September last I 
had the honour to lay before your highness an address from_the 
delegates of the Anti-slavery Convention, recently held in Lon- 
don, expressive of the gratification it afforded that body to learn 
that your highness, in your late expedition into Africa, had pro- 
hibited the crime of man-stealing, and the practice of paying the 
Egyptian troops stationed in Dongola, Sennaar, and Cordofan, in 
slaves, a practice which, on the part of your authorities, had 
hitherto been pursued without let or hinderance. - 

The communication I had the honour to lay before your high- 
ness further expressed an ardent hope that the slave-trade, in every 

lace that is subject to your authority, would be entirely pro- 
hibited, and the great evil of siavery itself ultimately abolished. 

These sentiments and wishes, may it please your highness, are 
well deserving of consideration, and, even on account of the cha- 
racter of those who have expressed them, are worthy of attention. 

The persons who composed that convention (some 400 indi- 
viduals) were men delegated by bodies of great moral weight and 
influence in every quarter of the globe, to represent their enlight- 
ened and benevolent opinions in that assembly. 

They were not selected for the sake of their rank or wealth, 
but on account of their worth and intelligence, their devotion to 
the cause of civil, personal, and religious liberty, and the boldness 
of their maintenance of the interests of humanity wherever they 
were assailed. 

The illustrious man who signed that address, the venerable 
Clarkson, one whose name is familiar to men’s ears in Europe and 
America as that of an old and faithful friend of the good cause of 
justice and humanity, is now an aged man, full of years, whom 
the people of his own country revere and honour, and whose title 
to the Pest of all renown is based on the bloodless triumphs of 
benevolence, on the heroism of his patience and his perseverance 
in this cause, and the singleness of purpose and simplicity of 
heart with which he has laboured in its service for upwards of 
fifty years. 

he signing of this paper on the part of the venerable man, 
whose earthly career is now fast drawing to its close, is probably 
the last public act of his long and useful life : and, subscribed as 
it is to the expression of sentiments of respect and gratitude for 
your highness, it may surely be said, without disparagement to 
the loftiest station or the highest fame, that the greatest of living 
men might add new lustre to their renown by evincing in their 
attachment to this cause, and the service rendered to it, that they 
merited the distinction of receiving from a body of men so justly 
entitled to respect a similar communication, and one bearing the 
signature of Thomas Clarkson. ; : 

Deputed by that body to communicate these sentiments to 


your highness, the best token I can give of being in some slight - 


degree deserving of their confidence, is by addressing your high- 
ness plainly and unreservedly, without fear or fo tfulness of 
your authority, or any feeling. of distrust in the disposition of 
your highness to hear the truth, and likewise by distinctly point- 
ing out the glaring evils of this nefarious traffic in human beings, 
so qmatnte carried on by oe people ; and ‘by respectfully 
but frankly stating to your highness, that the single measure 
taken at Fezaghan for the repression of this crime on the part of 
your authorities is utterly insufficient to meet an evil of such 
magnitude as this. 4 
oa the occasion of my presenting the address of the Anti- 
slavery Convention to your highness, I observed with feelings of 
unfeigned satisfaction the interest ead highness evidently took 
in the question of the abolition of the slave-trade, and I fully 
understand that your highness is persuaded of the necessity that 
exists for the total suppression of it. : 
While this trade, however, continues (as I am sorry, to find it 
does) to be a source of revenue to your highness, it is in vain to 
talk of its suppression at Sennaar. I find for each slave sold in 
the bazaars of Cairo and Alexandria a tax is paid to your h- 
ness of one dollar, and on the exportation of each slave another 
dollar. Independently of these duties levied by your highness 
on the sale of men, there is a direct permission sold to every 
gellab to exercise his vile calling, and become a member of the 
company of slave-dealers, in the same wa that the various classes 
of artizans, bakers, butchers, shoemakers, &c. in Cairo and 
Alexandria are licensed, and obtain the privileges of a moncpay 
in the exercise of their respective callings—a license which is 
éalled essendof, arid is given to the'gellabs as to any other company 
legally sanctioned by your highness. It unfortunately i 
that it is not in Egypt only, but at Constantinople, and at 


Smyrna likewise, that this trade in human beings is turned to 


the account of government, and that a revenue is derived from it. 
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A tax of two-and-a-half per cent. is levied by the Sultan on the 
sale of every slave, or one para in the piastre of the price of each, 
on the payment of which tax a paper, called the “ penjik,” or 
license, is given to the gellab, and is regarded as evidence of 
the legality of thesale. Your highness must therefore feel that 
any application to the mufti fat Constantinople, to obtain his con- 
sent to the change in the law which I have heard recently pee 
‘would be preposterous, while the Grand Seignior protects the trade 
and derives revenue from it. 

But I grieve to say that, on inquiring into the nature and 
extent of the measures which your highness is desirous should 
be taken to stop this traffic on the part of your officers, nothing 
whatever has been yet done to give effect to the orders issued for 
its prevention. 

e gratulations of the Convention, therefore, on this subject, 
must apply to the good intentions of your highness towards this 
cause, and hereafter I earnestly trust it shall be to the effective 
measures taken to promote its objects in your country that the 
felicitations of the anti-slavery body shall have to refer. 

Since I had the honour of conversing with your highness on 
this subject, I have visited the slave-markets of Alexandria and 
Cairo—the former frequently. I have also anxiously inquired 
into the truth of the reports we have received in England of the 
cessation of the slave-hunts on the part of your ge om in the 
reps country, and ware eg f of the limitation of slavery, and 
the hinderance of the trade in slaves. 

I have made these inquiries of persons worthy of confidence, 
of persons who have even recently returned from Sennaar—of 
those who had actually accompanied your troops in the African 
slave-hunts; and, expecting to find the trade impeded, the 
imports diminished, and the markets depressed, I was grieved to 
find these markets thronged with slaves as heretofore, every notion 
of decency outraged, as of old, in the centre of your cities+ the 
women in these stalls, in many instances, exposed to the public 
gaze in a state of nudity, or exhibited to the purchaser with a 
scanty covering round the loins, ora greasy rug hanging about their 
shoulders—the unfortunate creatures still subjected to the same 
cattle-like treatment, to the same exposure and examination of 
their persons ; and moreover, on the authority of the slave-traders 
themselves, the continuance of the “ hunts,” and the extension of 
the ravages of the Egyptian plunderers, on the borders of Abys- 
sinia, still going on. 

It was with great surprise that I discovered that the export of 
ep slaves from Alexandria to Constantinople and Smyrna was 
still carried on, under the protection of European flags ; that one 
“cargo” of human beings, only a few weeks ago, had been 
pe ey on board an Austrian vessel for Smyrna, and that frau- 
dulent declarations had been allowed to be made, in which the 
slaves were described as the “ servants” of the shipper. 

And with no less wonder have I learned that, within the last 
twelve months, two slave-hunts have been conducted with all the 
xegularity and parade of a large military movement, and not 
only were connived at, but were actually aided and abetted by the 
authoritiesof your highness at Sennaarand itsneighbouring districts. 

An opinion, notwithstanding, had of late become prevalent in 
England that you had taken such measures for the ultimate 
abolition of the slave-trade as had already sensibly affected 
slavery itself, or at least diminished the supply on which that 
system mainly depended for its continuance. It can hardly be 
imagined how much error has been disseminated on this subject, 
amongst a class of persons not much accustomed to be deceived 
by the agg em of those who sanction slavery, or to give to its 
terrors the blandishments of an under-stated account of its 
enormities, and avery exaggerated one of the steps that have been 
taken for their prevention. Nor will Fan highness be able very 
readily to comprehend the extent of our credulity, when you 
pore only for a moment the crowded state of the slave-markets 
of Alexandria and Cairo. At the present time there are nearly 
200 women and children exposed for sale in the slave-markets of 
Cairo, and upwards of 100 in that of Alexandria. On the 30th 
of August, 1840, the following were the numbers in the slave- 
market of Cairo :— 

Abyssinianwomen .... . - 17 
ee  e® 
n° Wee. fo ee IB 
ee OO a ae 

: 191 

These returns were obtained from one of the principal gellabs 
of the slave-market of Cairo ; and the following from the general 
book of registry, kept by the same person, of all the slaves 
brought from the upper country in the year ending the 31st of 
August, 1840 :— . 

Abyssinian women ..... . 1700 
roe, Gpuerem . ow Sw 
memo. women... . 4. « 8000 
oe. Ce 
— 5090 
Eunuchs . . : . 400 


Negro-men of different countries, not 


brought down to the markets of Cairo 
and Alexandria, and soid in Sennaar, 
Pee Oe ee 8000 








So that the number of negros captured = your people, in the 
different slave-hunts during the year ending the 3lst August, 1840, 
exceeded 10,000 ! ‘ 

Now I have positive information, that a large portion of this 
number were captured by marauding parties, composed chiefly 
of your soldiers, and consisting of so many as a thousand persons 
on a single occasion, coming from Sennaar so recently even as 
1839 ; nay, more, that your troops were paid even so lately with 
the slaves taken in one of these expeditions. My informant, a 
German naturalist, who was at that period in the service of your 
highness, and who accompanied your troops on these expeditions, 
has given me the details at large, and of their fidelity there can- 
not be the slightest doubt, corroborated as they are by the evidence 
of other Europeans still in your vo gpa 

This state of things, may it please your highness, and the 
atrocious mode in which these unfortunate countries are ravaged 
by your Egyptian and Nubian subjects, the oa ae of England 
walt learn with extreme regret, and the members of the British 
and Foreign Anti-slavery Society will lament to find that one 
solitary act of justice to the negro race, performed by your 
highness in your expedition to Fezaghan—namely, the liberation 
of the slaves who were brought to you at that place, and the 
verbal prohibition of the slave-hunts issued to your officers on 
that occasion, so far as regarded the payment of your troops with 
the stolen men—has produced no beneficial effects, and has not 
been followed up by any other measures of bond fide efficacy, 
that are calculated or intended to put a stop to this abominable 
trade. 

The members of the convention will hear with surprise that at 
Cartoon, in the vicinity of Sennaar, a French soi-disant consular- 
agent, not regularly appointed, but for some years past permitted 
to retain the title and to exercise the authority he assumed, a man 
of infamous character—nevertheless recently decorated with the 
cross of the legion of honour—of the name Vessier, is not only 
deeply engaged in this odious traffic, but has for some years past 
been the proprietor of an establishment for the reception and 
“storage” of slaves,on the plan of “the breeding farms” of 
Virginia, kept up for the purpose of supplying the Egyptian mar- 
ket with slave-children of a tender age. It will be a matter of 
deep regret, as well as of surprise to that body, to learn that such 
a miscreant should be suffered to settle in a place under your 
authority, and that after a formal complaint preferred by the 
Duke of Wurtemburg to the consul-general of the French nation . 
at Alexandria, detailing the enormities of this man in the pro- 
secution of his odious trade, he should still be permitted not only 
to remain under French protection, but be considered a fit person 
to be recommended to the especial favour of his sovereign, for a 
mark of distinction that commonly is, or ought to be, the reward 
of merit. It may not have reached the ears of your highness, 
that other foreigners of the same nation were associated with this 
person in his infamous pursuits; that a Frenchman of the name 
of Tirant, a physician by profession, till lately —- at Cartoon, 
and who recently resided at Sennaar, was embarked in the same 
trade, and had attempted the introduction into that place of the 

ractice of making eunuchs, in conjunction with his friend Mons. 
Veesier, the chevalier of the legion of honour, the slave-dealer of 
Cartoon. : : 

Your highness was pleased to inform me that the great impedi- 
ment to the suppression of this trade, or the restriction of slavery 
itself, was the sanction which the latter received from the law 
and religion of the land ; and therefore, to effect any change, 
it i be necessary to go to Constantinople, and obtain the 
concurrence of the head of the religion and the law in any mea- 
sure that should be proposed for the abolition of slavery, or the 
trade in slaves. : 

The fact, I am perfectly aware, is not to be denied, that slavery 
as it existed of old in the form of domestic servitude, is recog- 
nized by the law ; but your highness must be well aware that the 
barbarous wars which are made on the people of Africa for the 
purpose of obtaining slaves—the perfidy that is practised in entrap- 
ping the unwary natives—the violence that is employed in seizing 
on their defenceless women and children—the murders that are 
committed in the surprisal of their villages, and the surrounding 
of their habitations, the starving of their people into terms of sub- 
mission where they have resisted the marauders, the violation of 
their women, the capture of the young and the robust, the slaugh- 
ter of the old and the infirm, the burning of their dwellings, the 
wasting of their lands—in short, that this savage warfare, and the 
atrocities that follow in its train, are nowhere prescribed or sanc- 
tioned by your law. oe ee 

It would be a calumny to assert that the religion which is 
founded on that law is chargeable with the crimes that are 
committed by the wretches who follow this felonious trade. 
This trade, may it please your highness, is at variance with 
every law, human and divine, and the wickedness of it being 
unknown to the giver of your law, the system that has arisen 
from it and exists only by its continuance, cannot be considered as 
that kind of servitude that was tolerated by him, and which had 
for its object the disposal of prisoners captured in wars under- 
taken. for an aim very different from that of the slave-hunts of 
Sennaar. 

Ft cannot be denied that it is in the power of your highness to 
prohibit the crime of stealing men on the bes of your people, 
and the introduction of this species of plunder into the countries 
over which you rule. A governor without power to enforce its 
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laws, or authority without the will to curb the violence of lawless 
men, or protect the weak and the defenceless from their hands, 
hardly deserves to be respected, and it is hardly to be desired that 
it should stand. 

This evil has been permitted to exist too long for the character 
of tian civilisation. Lesser evils, whose removal was sur- 
roun with ter difficulties, have been encountered and 
overcome by Mehemet Ali. One of the greatest calamities that 
the world has experienced during the last three centuries, is 
that modern barbarity of subsidising savage nations to wage wars 
with one another for the purpose of making slaves. This recent 
custom of ravaging defenceless nations for an object so unjust and 
wicked as that of making human beings objects of sale and barter 
no law can sanction, and no prince can be excused in the sight 
of God and man, who tolerates it on any plea of political or 
pecuniary advantage. 

How then, may I ask your highness, can it be said that such 
a trade is lawful, carried on as it is by means of wars that are 
not just nor necessary, and that the state of the men thus 
stolen and sold into "bondage is so sacred that it cannot be 
touched, nor even remotely affected, without going to Con- 
stantinople, and first asking permission of the mufti to effect 
some change ? 

It would be in vain to tell the people of England that the slave- 
trade was to be tolerated in Egypt on the ground of its legality. 
That plea can only be admitted for its continuance by those 
who are utterly ignorant of Mohammedan law. It would not 
be believed that a prince who has the power to triumph over 
the deepest rooted prejudices of his people, to carry his victorious 
armies into distant countries, to oppose successfully the test 
obstacles that can be thrown in the way of the accomplishment 
of his political designs, had not the means at his command of 
abolishing this trade, and putting an end to the evil practices that 
have grown out of it. 

Amongst these, perhaps, the most barbarous of all is still tolera- 
ted, and even encouraged by your onal cruel, sanguinary, 
and most atrocious practice of mutilating men for the yee of 
enhancing their value in the market ; and, to the disgrace of Egypt, 
this country still continues to be the only part of the Ottoman 
empire where it exists. 

he civilisation of Egypt, may it please your highness, so lon 

as this disgraceful crime is tolerated by your functionaries, an 
sanctioned by your highness’s purchase and employment of the 
stolen men thus mutilated, for the especial service of your private 

_ dwellings—it will be in vain to boast of. 

It will be said, the only country where this barbarous custom 
exists, is that which is under the rule of Mehemet Ali. This 
crime, that is attended with such peril to life, such frightful 
suffering, such degradation to its victims, is too disgraceful to 
be permitted in Stamboul; the imfamy of it is unknown in 
Smyrna ; in any other part of the dominions of the Sultan it 
would not be endured; it is only in Egypt that it is suffered, 
and only there that its profits are a source of revenue to the 
authorities of the place. Is Europe indeed to be told that the 
barbarous custom is not to be abolished while Mehemet Ali rules 
over the land? For nearly five and thirty years he has been 
its ruler, and he has suffered this evil to exist, and when he 
is told of the scandal its existence is to his government, is he to 
entrench the barbarity behind the protection of the law, and 
say—‘‘ You must go to Constantinople, because slavery has the 
sanction of the law ?” 

Is a custom like this, that slays its hundreds of human 
creatures every year, that degrades the miserable beings who 
survive its sufferings in the eyes of their fellow-men, that is 
sanguinary in its operation, and brutalizing in its influence on 
the perpetrators of it, to be considered not only a part, but a 
necessary consequence, of that slavery that has the sanction of 
the law! 

If the sanction that is accorded to slavery were to extend to such 
a crime as this, what a weapon would be placed in the hands of 
those who were hostile to that law, or whose opinions were re- 
gulated by another code! 

It is not, please your highness, from the experience of others 
I speak of this barbarous practice and its effects. In the year 
1826, I was an eye-witness of them at the village of Zawee el 
Deir, in the district of Siout. The mortality of the unfortunate 
children who undergo the operation, by the admission of the 
wretches who live by the performance of it, was such as could 
only be credited by persons who have visited the place, and 
heard the detail of its horrors from the murderous operators 
themselves. 

In the course of fourteen years I find that matters have 
undergone no change at this place. One of the most devoted 
of the servants of your highness, Clot Bey, in his recent work 
on Egypt, states that the practice continues as heretofore, that 
not much above one-fourth part of the children who undergo 
this operation survive it, and that the number of eunuchs that 
are made every year is about 300. Some opinion may then be 
formed of the waste of life that takes place, of the hundreds it is 
necessary to kill to have the number that is here given of the sur- 
vivors of it. 

There may be some exaggeration in the account of the mortality 
given by Clot Bey, but it is still great enough to justify the 
use of the term “ murderous” in speaking of this operation. The 
number of eunuchs made at this eg is, however, underrated b 
him ; in the last year the number amounted to four panaeed. 
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It is to be borne in mind, that the persons on whom this cruelty 
is practised are children from the age of six to twelve, and the 
price for which they are sold varies from one hundred to two 
undred dollars, 

The operation is performed under circumstances most un-. 
favourable to the ty of those who undergo it. It is per- 
formed by ignorant, brutal, and unfeeling men. It is one of a 
more serious nature than it is ecw understood to be. The 
barbarous application of heated oil is the medication employed 
to prevent immediate death from hemorrhage, and the r 
treatment, the cruel practice of throwing the unfortunate ehild 
on his face in the hot sand, and piling it up about his loins, 
and then keeping him immoveably fixed in that position for 
thirty or forty hours, undergoing torments that cannot be 
described. 

e These things, may it please your highness, are done in 
t! 
ey are done by Egyptians ! 

They are done on poor helpless children ! 

And you are the ruler of the land! 

What civilisation has reached that land where such savage crimes 
are committed with impunity !—where they are encouraged b 
the highest officers of the state, who are compelled by their station 
to follow the example of your highness, and to surround their 
doors with a retinue of mutilated men ! 

In conclusion, may it please your highness, I would 
leave to recal the facts to which I have endeavoured to direct your 
attention. 

1. At the expiration of nearly fifteen years I have visited 
Egypt for the second time, and I find slavery and the trade in 
slaves unchanged in their character, and unrestrained by any 
measures of your highness adopted for their suppression. 

2. I find the slave-markets glutted with negro women and 
children as heretofore. 

8. I find the exportation of slaves from Alexandria for 
Turkey, on board European vessels, carried on openly at the 
present time. 

4. I find the prices of slaves actually lowered by the increase 
of the numbers brought down to Alexandria and Cairo, and 
those slaves, children and women, selling from 600 piastres 
to 1500 a-head, or from six pounds sterling to fifteen pounds 
each. 

5. I find the slave-hunts are carried on by your people, 
and even by your soldiers, as usual, and the only prohibition that 
has been issued, is one given in the presence of certain 
European consuls at Fezaghan, that never has been carried 
into effect. 

6. I find the same evils arising from this nefarious trade, and 
the same barbarous monopoly in mutilated beings permitted 
as heretofore, and even encouraged by your authorities in Upper 
Egypt. 

yg the mean time, the spirit of reform is said to be moving 
over the land; we are told the enlightened views of your 
highness are directed to the removal of all abuses. Those in 
the administration of the property of the mosques, which for ages 
had been protected even by the law itself, were got rid of by your 
highness without the trouble and inconvenience of going to Con- 
stantinople, and the sanction of the law itself was set aside to 
enable your highness to turn these funds to an account more 
useful to the state. 

But when the grand abuse of all is approached, and the out- 
rages are pointed out that are committed on humanity by the 
hie of your highness—when the barbarous traffic in the 
flesh and blood of human beings like ourselves is brought before 

ou—when the question is not one of rents and revenue, of 

eans and cotton, but one of flesh and blood, of life and liberty, 
of duty and of justice, the advocate of the negro must be sent 
to Constantinople to confer with the mufti about the pro- 
priety of any change, because the veneration of your highness 
for the law is such as to extend even to the shadow of it, under 
which slavery so tranquilly reposes in those countries that are 
subject to you. 

Your highness did not deem it necessary, when you recently 
established the national guard at Cairo, to send to the mufti at 
Stamboul (the head of the religion) to consult him on the inves- 
titure of the Sheik el Islam of El Masr (or the chief of the law at 
Cairo) with the military rank and dignity of a general, and yet 
the law and the religion had made this man their minister, and the 
exigency of the times made this minister your soldier. Here the 
law and the custom of ages were opposed to the change, but the 
wants of the state,and the will of Mehemet Ali, required that it 
should be made. ; : 

The same will I would fain see exerted in effecting another 
change, and one that would give the death-blow in Egypt to the 
crime of stealing men, and retaining these stolen men in slavery. 
I cannot allow myself to believe this will is wanting on the part of 
your highness, Other matters, unfortunately considered of greater 
moment and more immediate political importance, have turned 
away the attention of your highness from this subject, and afforded 


you but a single opportunity of manifesting a desire to repress the _ 


enormities of this traffic on the part of your military commanders 


at Fezaghan. De : 

That lesson has been lost for want of repetition. It isnot a 
sudden impulse of generosity, or a single effort of benevolence, 
that is sufficient to encounter and overcome an evil of such magni- 


tude as that of slavery in any of its forms, but a series of energetic 
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ena wisely devised and resolutely directed to the abolition 

It is idle to pretend that, because slaves are not purchased in 

t for the purpose of employment in ig oa labour, and are 

treated with a degree of humanity little known in Christian 

countries where slavery prevails, the suppression of the slave-trade 
is not to be desired. 

At my recent interview with your highness, in speak ing on this 
subject, you observed that the negros were in a wretched and dis- 
tracted state in their own country—that they were perpetually at 
war with one another, but that in E they were well fed and 
kindly t and were far better off than in their own country ; 
and yet they died by hundreds in the barracks, without any assign- 
able cause after all. 

Your highness adduced this fact as a proof of the great difficulty 
of civilising the negros—that after taking them from a state of 
savage warlare, and making soldiers of them in Egypt (therefore 
eye a aor ety they pined away, and they died by undreds, 
The civilisation, may it please your highness, that is estimated by 
the advantage of converting an untutored savage into an Egyptian 
soldier, I do not poy vtssheon, 

As to the negros being better fed and more humanely treated 
than in other countries, the injury that was done to them in tear- 
ing them from their country surely must have been very great, 
when so many hundreds of them perished, as you state, without 
gag ieee cause. 

cause of this mortality, may it please your highness, is very 
intelligible to — who are well acquainted with the miseries 


which this traffic is productive of ; to those who have some prac- 
tical knowl of the sufferings of the negro newly fallen into 


slavery—of the silent stupor—of the anguish which comes over 
his mind—of the ties of nature that are broken by his capture 
—of the throbbings of the heart for house and home of the poor 
wretch who has been torn from the country (however barbarous 
it may be) which gave him birth—of the wearing down of his 
— and spirits the farther he goes, and the more strongly 
that he feels “he drags at each remove a lengthening chain.” 

To assign a cause for this mortality, it is necessary, may it 
please your highness, to have seen how soon the strongest man 
sinks under the sense of slavery—how speedily his energies of 
mind and body are weighed’ down by it, and how suddenly and 
silently he pines away in that sickness of the heart which has no 
a except in death. 

o matter, however bland and lenient that slavery may be 
which separates a man from kith and kin—from the place where 
those nearest and dearest to him lived and died—where the 
* sheiks” and the chiefs of his tribe are buried, and (your high- 
mess can well appreciate the force of that local attachment, 
sesrecamgy. | almost toa religious veneration for the spot) where, 
perhaps, the bones of his father and mother are likewise laid— 
you cannot compensate this man for the wrongs he has suffered, 
ees by the restoration of that liberty of which he has been 
robbed. 

But it matters very ‘little, may it please your highness, to 
the people of Africa, whose country is ravaged, how the cap- 
tives are treated who are carried away by the Egyptian “ gellabs.” 
Whatever the treatment may be in Egypt, the savagery of the 
wars in Africa is all the same. The natives are hunted like wild 
beasts ; their fields are wasted, their villages destroyed, and the 
defenceless people continually exposed to the marauding attacks 
of the subjects of your highness. 

But, previously to the sale of the slavesin Cairo and Alexan- 
dria, nothing that takes place on board the slave-ships of other 
countries, or in the route of the slave “ coffle” in their mareh 
across the desert to the coast, can exceed the barbarity with 
which the gellabs, or slave-traders of Nubia and Egypt, treat 
the unfortunate captives which they carry from the}great em- 
ee slavery, Dongola, Darfour, Cartoon, Camomel, and 

In their route to Egypt, the wretched slaves are huddled toge- 
ther in small boats on the Nile, in the same way that the 
wretched negros are crowded in one dense mass of human beings, 
jaded and cast down on board the Spanish slave-ships.* It would 

idle to expatiate on the sufferings of these creatures during 
the voyage, or on the hardships they endured in the previous 
journey over land.. 

Suffice it to say, on the authority of persons who have very 
recently even accompanied t feed soldiers. in the slave-hunting 
expeditions from Sennaar, and have returned disgusted from them, 
that nothing can exeeed the barbarity of the which the 

negros experience at the hands of the “ gellabs.”’ 

ut still, with a confident hope in the justice and generosity of 
your hi I look forward to the success of this application 
to P ec ighness, and I most earnestly desire that the sufferings 
it details may reach your heart. And in the name of humanity 
itself 1 appeal to you, on behalf of the poor natives of Africa, 
whose country yor people have hitherto desolated and 
robbed of its itants, not only with impunity, but even 
with the sanction of your highness’s officers in these distant 
provinces. 


_ For the grievous wrongs that have been inflicted on the people, 


_ ™ Inthe month of December last, three boats of the above description 
on the Nile, laden with slaves, were seen by Mr. Weir, an English 
traveller. This gentleman, on whose authority the fullest reliance may be 
placed, estimates the number on board of each at 150, 





the weg ae reparation is due to Africa ; and, permit me to add, 
the debt is one which, in justice to yourself, your highness can- 
not leave unpaid. When that good work which was commenced 
at Fezaghan, by the liberation of the slaves that were brought 
before you, shall be accomplished, as I pray it will be by the 
immediate emancipation of every captive that is brought into 
your country, the blessings of the poor strangers who have been 
so cruelly oppressed, and are at length destined to be delivered by 

ou from their sufferings, will then plead for a benefactor, who, 
In the discharge of the high duties committed to him, had endea- 
voured to do that which was “ just and equal to all men.” 

Such, may it please your highness, is the humble prayer of 

: Your highness’s most obedient servant, 
R. R. Mappen. 
To his highness Mehemet Ali Pacha, 
Viceroy of Egypt, Alexandria. 
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We are happy that our publication of Mr. Kentish’s letter respect- 
ing the Imperial Brazilian Mining Association has attracted the 
attention of the directors, and we have given prompt insertion to 
their reply. We disclaim all personal feeling or intention of offence. 
Truth is all that we desire ; and most happy should we be if every 
allegation that has been made on this afflictive subject could be 
satisfactorily rebutted. In the present state of the discussion it is 
not for us tosay much. Mr. Kentish will no doubt make his 
rejoinder; and although we should refuse to insert charges 
against respectable men if they rested merely on rumour or 
anonymous authority, we cannot close our pages against a writer, 
who publicly takes the responsibility of his statements, and who 
both speaks from personal knowledge, and appeals to the authority 
of official documents in the company’s possession. He may have 
quarrelled with them, and possibly he may have been in the 
wrong ; but the public have nothing to do with this. It is better 
that the truth should come out’in consequence of a dispute, than 
that it should not transpire at all ; and the only question the pub- 
lic will -care about is, are Mr. Kentish’s statements true or false. 
The company may be assured that they cannot be got rid of by 
anonymous contradiction. Mr. Kentish appeals to the memo- 
randum books kept at Gongo Soco. Will the directors order these 
books to be sent home unmutilated, and lay them open to the 
inspection of the shareholders ? 

o these remarks we will add but one sentence. The very wit- 
ness whom the directors have adduced for their exculpation admits 
that, iv January, 1839, tHE ImpertaL Braziiian Minne Asso- 
CIATION DID PossEss 413 staves! Let the shareholders hear this, 
and then read the following extract from a British act of parlia- 
ment, 5 George IV. 

Be it elso enacted, that if any person shall deal or trade in, purchase, 
sell, barter or transfer, or contract for the dealing, trading in, purchase, 
sale, barter, or transfer of slaves, or persons intended to be dealt with as 
slaves, &c., in every such case, the person or persons offending, and all 
accessories, are declared to be felons, and liable to transportation for four- 
teen years, or imprisonment and hard labour for five years, nor less than 
three years. 


Our eyes are steadily and anxiously fixed on the manner in which 
the important resolutions of the anti-slavery convention res- 
pecting religious intercourse with slave-holders are received by 
the various christian societies of this country. The Methodist 
conference, we regret to say, with great display of anti-slavery zeal, 
evaded the main point, namely, that it is the duty of religious 
societies to separate from their communion all persons who, after 
they shall have been faithfully warned in the spirit of the gospel, 
shall continue in the sin of enslaving their fellow-creatures, or 
holding them in slavery. The Baptist body have happily taken a 
different course. A meeting of the Board of Baptist ministers in 
and around the cities of London and Westminster was held on the 
6th instant, when this vital point was affirmed by a large majority 
—two only, we understand, showing hands in the negative. On 
the 14th instant a meeting was held of another influential portion 
of the same denomination, the Committee of the Baptist Union— 
on which occasion also the same principle was affirmed by a large 
majority, only one being dissentient. We rejoice most sincerely 
in these decisions, and feel persuaded that they will lead to similar 
proceedings in the churches of the Baptist denomination at large. 
We wish we copld speak with equal satisfaction of the course 
ado by the ran yy pctioeg or Independent body. A meeting 
of the Congregational Union of England and Wales has recently 
been held at Bristol, at which attention was called to the subject 
of American slavery in the following manner, as reported in the 
Patriot :-— 

“‘ An important resolution was then submitted by the Rev. Dr. Redford , 
declaratory of the sentiments of the meeting on the painful subject of 
slavery in America, and of the conduct of many eminent christian ministers 
in that country, in their decided advocacy and defence of that frightful 
abomination. This was seconded by Dr, Matheson, who favoured the 
meeting with interesting statements of the line of conduct adopted by him, 
in relation to this subject, when travelling in America as a representative 
of the Congregational Union, and ably and satisfactorily defended his con- 
duct in this particular from recent attacks by violent abolitionists from 
that country. After discussion, this resolution was adopted with more 
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than unanimity—with warm and strong, but chastened feeling. It was 
as follows :— 

“ That this meeting of the Congregational Union of England and Wales 
avails itself of the preseat opportunity—the first that has presented itself 
since the meeting of the late anti-slavery convention in London—of 
bearing its unanimous and most decided testimony to the importance of 
the objects contemplated by that convention—of expressing, in the most 
emphatic terms, abhorrence of the crime of slave-holding, and deep con- 
viction of its repugnance to christianity—of recording expressions of | 





grief and humiliation in observing the tenacity with which the professing | 
christian public, and christian ministers generally, of the United States of 
America still cling to this blood-stained and hateful practice—of earnestly | 
imploring those American brethren, for the honour of our common — 
christianity, calmly to consider the deep guilt in which their system of 
slavery involves them, the impediments it presents to the successful pro- 
motion of the gospel, both in their own country and in Africa; and the | 
national disgrace indelibly attaching to the only civilized and christianized 
people in the world that maintains the practice of domestic slavery—a | 
nation that does but proclaim its own: dishonour when it glories in pre-' 
eminent liberty achieved by its own energies, but denied to millions | 
within its own bosom. Nor can this meeting forbear to express warm | 
sympathy with the devoted abolitionists of America in their generous zeal | 
to free their fellow-men from hateful bondage, and their country from 
the more hateful crime of holding them in cruel captivity; and in the 
noble courage with which, amidst every disadvantage, they take their | 
firm stand for truth, liberty, and benevolence. Yet this meeting must | 
add, in explanation, that it does not approve, but deplores the er-| 
travagance and bitterness, the violence and vy an! proceedings, by | 
which some American abolitionists have brought discredit on their holy | 
cause, and placed difficulties in the way of its early, peaceful, and per-' 
fect triumph.” : : 

On this deplorable subject, the indignation of the meeting was evidently | 
mingled with sorrow ; and love for brethren in awful error was no less | 
apparent than condemnation of their sin—while the brethren present no 
less showed themselves sensible that the holy cause of abolition bas been | 
too much damaged by violence, irregular movements, and indiscriminate | 
vituperation of all who have felt unable to adopt every sentiment and | 
measure of some very sincere, but very injudicious advocates of the sacred | 
rights of Africa’s injured sons. | 


| 


‘a. cap th 


}assured that the feeling of admiration which was 


American delegates in the convention, which made every body 
look at the notoriously accused pave, Drs. Cox and*Hoby ; but 
we believe the name of Dr. Matheson was never mentioned, nor 
pointed reference made to him. He has found, however, 
at fits him, and it is his good pleasure to wear it. But, as 
the accusation which he has applied to himself was public, so 
surely will he make his defence. For a Bristol air a reporter 
to tell us that it was “ able and satisfactory” will do nothing 


| towards his vindication, either on the other side of the water or 


on this. The entire anti-slavery public will wait to know what 
the remarks in the convention were which Dr. Matheson deemed 
erage to himself, and what dre the grounds of his defence. 
All we call for is a full and faithful report of his speech. We 
should like to know, also, whether Dr. Reed feels himself called 
upon for a similar effort, or whether he leaves his vindication in 
the hands of his companion in travel. 


In his most interesting letter to Mehemet Ali, Dr. Madden has 
nobly acquitted himself of his duty. The ruler of Egypt may be 

ssure é growing up for 
him in this country, will be rapidly exchanged for one of the. 
deepest abhorrence and indignation. 


We are happy in being enabled to lay before our readers further 
details of the meetings which have recently been held in the 
West of England, on behalf of the anti-slavery cause. We give 
them as communicated in the correspondence of Mr. Scoble 
es the secretary of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
ciety, 
“September 25th. Devizes. A 


eably to arrangements made by 
our friends, the Rey. Messrs, 


ohnston, vicar of Felshead, and 


| Elliot, of Devizes, and G. W. Anstie, Esq., of the latter place, we 


held a meeting on the merning of that day, R. Bi ., the 
mayor, in the chair. It was principally attended by ladies, who ap- 
peared deeply and painfully interested in the details laid before them 
of the extent and horrors of slavery and the slave-trade, as they 



















| at present exist in various parts of the world. There were also 
In the resolution thus adopted “ with more than unanimity,” | some friends of our cause from different parts of the surrounding 
there is much, of course, to gratify us—but there is not a little | country present ; and, could we but have remained at Devizes 
also with which we are pained. In the first place, notwithstanding | and in its neighbourhood a few days, they might have been well 
the “emphatic terms” in which the resolution is couched, it; occupied in visits to Trowbridge, Bradford, Calne, Chippen- 


avoids all reference to the question of religious communion with; ham, &c. Our pre-engagements, however, prevented this. 











persistent slave-holders. In the second place, it makes a stran e | 
attack on American abolitionists. Yes! It is even a part of the 

resolution, which was adopted ‘* with more than unanimity,” that 
the Congregational Union of England and Wales, as represented at 
the Bristol meeting, “ does not approve, but deplores the extrava- 


gance and bitterness, the violence and irregular proceedings, b 


which some American abolitionists have brought discredit on their| in Jamaica and Barbados. 


7, cause, and plaéed difficulties in the way of its early, peaceful, 
and perfect triumph! ” This obnoxious passage has been promptly 
noticed by the Rev. W. Brock, of Norwich, (a Baptist minister) 
who, in a letter to the Patriot, says most justly :— 

“‘ Had the names of any extravagant and bitter, and violent ad- 
vocates of our good cause been mentioned, no mischief might have 
been done. hey would have been known, and the ‘ devoted 
abolitionists’ lauded by the resolution would have stood well. 
Now, however, Birnie, and Stanton, and Miller, with their admired 
coadjutors, are open to the charge that the Congregational Union 
of England and Wales has placed its ban upon them. I know the 
Union might, and probably, would protest against such an applica- 
tion of their censure. Still the opprobrium will be attached to 
those ‘ devoted abolitionists, and they will have the opinion of the 
Congregational Union worked plausibly and energetically against 
the decisions of the anti-slavery convention.” 

We concur fully in these remarks, and shall wait with anxiety 
for some explanation of an affair which we cannot but reckon 
somewhat mysterious. If the suggestion of this rider—for it hase 
all the appearance ef being such—to the resolution, may be ascribed 
to local influences (the meeting having been held at Bristol), and 
its adoption to inadvertence, it will be easy to set the matter right. 
We are sure that there are many ministers of the Congregational 
body, to whom the resolution must be very unacceptable as it now 
stands, and we cannot believe that they will suffer it to pass 
without observation. 

We cannot pass from this subject, without noticing the course 
reported to have been pursued by the Rev. Dr. Matheson upon 
this occasion. This gentleman, it is well known, visited the 
United States some years ago as one of a deputation from the 
Congregational Union, his companion being the Rev. Dr. Andrew 
Reed. Weare told that he “favoured the meeting (at Bristol) 
with interesting statements of the line of conduct pursued by him 
in relation to this subject [slavery |, when travelling in America ;” 
and that he “ably and satisfactorily defended his conduct in this 
particular from recent attacks by violent abolitionists from that 
country.” We have never heard till now that either Dr. Mathe- 
son or Dr. Reed has made any statement of the course adopted 
by them in the United States in relation to slavery, although the 
whole country has rung with the alleged misdoings of a subsequent 
deputation, the Rey. Drs. Cox and Hoby, on the same subject. 
At length, however, Dr. Matheson has done so; no doubt it must 
have been very interesting to the meeting, and as it would be 
very interesting to us also, we hope we shall be favoured 
with a full report of it. As for his defence, it is quite 
news to us that Dr. Matheson has ever been attacked. 


Upon the whole I trust that good has been effected by our visit, 
though I could have wished the meeting had been held in the 


evening instead of the morning, as in that case more persons 
would have attended. You will have learnt from the Wiltshire 
Independent that, in addition to the resolutions passed, a me- 
morial to government was also adopted on the state of the law 
2 It was the intention also of the 
dissenters to make an appeal against the Jamaica Marriage Act, 
which is so flagrantly unjust, and so entirely opposed to that in 
force in this country. 

“ Monday, 28th. We held an important meeting in the assembly 
rooms, Princes Street, Bristol,and, notwithstanding the uae 
of the weather, a large number of persons attended. Our ol 
and long-tried friend, Mr. Sanders, was in the chair. Birney 
and I were followed by Captain Stuart, who had accompanied us 
from Bath, and the Rev. Messrs. Crisp, Birt, and other gentlemen, 
and the whole of the proceedings went off exceedingly well. 
In Bristol I think we may calculate upon effective support. 

“ Tuesday, 29th. Bath. We held a morning meeting in the 
splendid room at the Town Hall, W. T. Blair, Esq., in the chair. 

me interest was attached to this meeting from the fact that a 
Mr. Morgan, represented to be an extensive planter in the West 
Indies, had called in question the accuracy of the statements 
made by me at a former meeting in the same place. This he did 
in a most insolent letter to our friend Mr. Blair. Morgan, 
however, did not attend the meeting, but his friend Mr. Caldecott 
did. Of course I justified my former statements, and I believe, 


in the estimation of the meeting, triumphantly refuted Mr. 
Morgan. Mr. Caldecott was evidently non-pl and, contrary 
to his usual habit, remained perfectly silent. Our friends Captain 


ip and Mr. Hunt did us good service at the meeting. 

““Thursday, 31st September.—Taunton. At this place we held a 
meeting in the evening in the Friends’ meeting-house, the Rev. 
chats. It was very numerously and re- 


Mr. Davies, in the 
spectably attended, and went off with a good deal of spirit. 

“ Friday, 1st October.—Exeter. On our arrival we found 
that a hoax had been played off upon the inhabitants of this city 
a few weeks ago. Large placards, convening a Baga: anti-slavery 
meeting, were forwarded Ron London to Mr, Congdon, the pro- 
prietor of the assembly room, requesting him to have them 
extensively circulated and posted, and pore, eg a deputation 
composed of the honorable and rev. Baptist Noel, Dr. Scoresby, 
late of Exeter, and Mr. Birney, from New York, would be present 
on a certain day, to address the audience on the anti-slavery 
question. The result was, that, at the appointed hour, an immense 
assemblage of persons were collected ; for more than an hour 


waited with great anxiety the arrival of the deputation, and, of 
course, were greatly Senppctuted and ; when some gentle- 
man present stated that he was convinced his townsmen had been 
hoaxed, as it turned out they had been. It is supposed that Mr. 


Congdon has discovered the party who played him the trie 
has received a remuneration for the expenses he had to b 
reparing for the meeting, When I heard of what had 





Remarks on English deputations, indeed, were uttered by some 


place I feared it might have some influence on our 
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was delighted to find that it WG bei tok kee 

auditory. The mayor most chee y and kindly took the chair, 
and we were assisted in the lings of the evening by Rev. 
M. Meo he wet a other influential friends, 

“TI spent the Sabbath at Kir ridge, in the neighbourhood of 
which resides our truly } ent friend, Mr. Richard Peek. We 
saw each other for a moment or two, as I was entering the town 
and he was leaving it. In the evening I was requested to assist in 
the religious services, which I did, and gave an address which 
enabled me to call attention to the obstructions which slavery and 
the slave-trade offer to the progress of the gospel inthe world. I 
had a large audience, and a deep impression appears to have been 


made. 

“Monday, 4th October—Plymouth. The meeting was held 
in the Mechanics’ Institute, which was crowded to excess, and 
numbers obliged to leave for want of room. Mr. Prance, one of 
the magistrates of the corporation, was in the chair. In addition 
to our addresses, eloquent and impressive speeches were delivered 
by Rev. Mr. Hatchard (Church), Rev. Mr. Smith (Indepen- 
dent), and Rev. Samuel Nicholson (Baptist), and the meeting 
went off well. 

* On Thursday evening, the 7th, a meeting was held in the Town 
Hall, Reading, and was very numerously attended, the Rev. Mr. 
E in the chair, when an auxiliary was formed, particulars of 
which will be forwarded by the secretary. 

“ Friday the 8th. The meeting held at Oxford in the evening 
was a splendid one. The Town-hall was most kindly lent by the 
mayor for the occasion, and he would have presided not pre- 
vious ments absolutely prevented. His place however 
was well filled by Mr. Paxton, and the proceedings were well 
conducted throughout, and are likely to lead to important results. 
Such a meeting was never before held at Oxford. An auxiliary 
was formed, particulars of which will be transmitted to you by 
the secretaries, Messrs. Paxton and Bartlett. Though term had 
not commenced, several | plaka were present, and the Rey. 
Mr. Cox, vice-principal of one of the colleges, would have taken 
pe in the proceedings had he not been obliged to quit at an early 

our. Thus we finished this series of meetings, and although we 
much regretted that we were not able to stay long enough in the 
various places we visited to deepen the feelings created by the 

ublic meetings, we yet rejoice that a vast mass of important 
information has been laid before many large and intelligent bodies 
of men, and has received a still further extension through the 
medium of the press, as our proceedings have been well reported 
everywhere.” 

A meeting having been fixed for Edinburgh on the 14th, the 
deputation hastened thither. Mr. Scoble continues. 

“In the evening we held our meeting in the large and com- 
modious church belonging to the Rev. Mr. French. Our Scotch 
friends gave the deputation a warm and cordial reception. I 
followed our friends Birney and Stanton in a short address, 
making way for our friend Mr. Anderson from Jamaica, who much 
interested the audience by the testimony he bore to the negro 
character, and the beneficial results of emancipation. The resolu- 


tions were ably moved and seconded by the Rev. Dr. Dickson, of 
the kirk of Scotland, the Rev. W. Alexander, Independent, the 


Rey. Dr. Ritchie, of the Secession church, Rev. Messrs. Robert- 
son and Muir, of, I believe, the same denomination, all influential 
men ; and Adam Black, Esq. who is on the eve of being elected 
Lord Provost. The speeches of these gentlemen were short, but 
eloquent and impressive. The breakfast meeting will be on Fri- 
day morning, when I am expected to speak on the general results 
of emancipation in the West Indies, and the duties which still 
devolve on British abolitionists. The dejeuner is expected to be 
well attended. 

JT have thus brought to a close a rapid and very imperfect account 
of the interesting and important meetings which have been held 
in various of the country since I last saw you, in all of 
which the proceedings of the committee of the British and Foreign 
Anti-slavery Society, and of the late great Anti-slavery conven- 
tion, have been fully sustained. But what I principally hope for 
is, the effect that will be produced by them on America. In this 
respect I feel we may go on and take courage. The testimonies 
gathered up in our journeys, and sent tothe United States, must 
work conviction in the minds of many, and, at all events, will 
greatly strengthen the hands of our friends, who are so zealously 

bouring in the cause of the oppressed.” 

By a copy of the Scottish Pilot with which we have been 
favoured, we learn that on and about the platform at the Anti- 
slavery meeting were the following gentlemen; the Rev. Drs. 
Dickson and Ritchie ; Revs. Henry Grey, W. L. Alexander, and 
J. Robertson; Revs. F. Muir and G. D. Cullen, of Leith ; 


Commi Wemyss, George Thompson, C. L. Remond, Carnegie, 
Ritchie, A Black, and T. B. Tod, Esqs.; and Councillors 
Falkner and Tait. The public breakfast was held at the Royal 


Hotel, Prince’s Street, Dr. Greville again in the chair. On this 
occasion Mr. Scoble entered at large into the results of emanci- 
on in the British colonies, and was followed by Messrs. 
ton and W. W. Anderson. Their speeches were succeeded 
by resolutions of a warm, congratulatory, and grateful character, 
ed and seconded respectively by the Rev. Dr. Ritchie, and 
fle bel ag EA es mot and Remond. To this last named 
eptloman Mr. Scoble made a direct reference at the public meet- 
Sthe light in which the people of colour in the United 
egarded the Colonization Society ; an appeal to which Mr. 
hes reported to have made the following reply. 












SELES I NO: 


“Mr, Remond was happy in having an opportunity to answer 
that question, the more so that he ahdetstood the Rev. Mr. 


Gurley, the of that society, was at this moment in Edin- 
burgh. He istinctly to say, that the free people of 
colour looked upon the African Colonization Society with the 


same feelings that the slaves regard slavery. (Loud cheers.) 
—. have remonstrated against its operations times without 
number.” 


Our readers are already acquainted with the fact that Sir Joshua 
Rowe, the chief judge, and the only professionally educated judge, 
of the supreme court in Jamaica, is now in England. Some 
circumstances little creditable to him are connected with this 
fact. As the law stood up to the present year, the chief judge 
could not leave the island and retain his office. In the celebrated 

judicial bill of 1840, his honour. persuaded a friend of his in the 

ouse of assembly to introduce a clause enabling that officer— 
namely, himself—to be absent without loosing his situation. No 
sooner had this bill received the sanction of the governor, than 
there appeared in the list of persons about to leave the island the 
name of Sir Joshua Rowe! It was a time at which his departure 
was extremely inconvenient to persons interested in pending - 

roceedings at law, and disadvantageous to the course of public 
justice. But all this was little to the chief judge: he was loose, 
and nothing should detain him. For what objects he effected 
so | ping a departure can only be conjectured ; but we do not 
find any one who has even suspected that they had any connec- 
tion with the public interest. Many persons have in fact suffered 
severely by his absence, among whom the Rev. Samuel Oughton, 
the persecuted Baptist missionary,‘is one. To his absence is 
crs 4 also the pernicious and disgraceful strife about precedence, 
which has been maintained during two successive assizes among 
the assistant judges of the supreme court. Mr. Bernard, to 
whom the ri it of precedence clearly belongs, and to whom 
Sir Charles Metcalfe has assigned it, has been opposed by Mr. 
Mais ; and this petty affair has elicited so much bitterness and 
party feeling, that not judges enough (the law requires three) 
could be induced to sit on the bench to conduct the business 
of the court! The inconvenience, injury, and expense thus 
occasioned to numerous parties, both in civil and criminal cases, 
is beyond calculation. The honorable and notorious Hector 
Mitchell has taken so prominent and offensive a part in this con- 
temptible squabble, that the governor is stated by the last papers 
to have suspended him from his office of assistant-judge. e see 
that this honorable intriguer against the government is now 
caressed and flattered by the conductors of the Morning Journal. 
Messrs. Jordan and Osborn, however, must not suppose it forgot- 
ten how vehemently they themselves formerly denounced him as 
one of the greatest oppressors that ever existed in Jamaica, and as 
the Robespierre of the island. Could not these gentlemen, who 
have done good service to the cause of freedom in esa times, be 
more useful now than in lending themselves to the schemes of Mr. 
Hector Mitchell? That it may not be supposed we have spoken 
too severely of the parties on whom we have here animadverted, 
we add a short extract from a recent number of the Falmouth 
Post. 

Anxious as Sir Joshua Rowe was to make the best of his way to 
England, for the purpose either of securing to himself the situation of Vice- 
Chancellor, or answerihg for some portions of his conduct with which 
government has every right to be dissatisfied, leave of absence ought not 
to have been granted to him until a proper provision had been made to 
supply his place. Since his departare the public interests have been 
sacrificed, and the hall of justice has been converted into a scene of con- 
fusion, in consequence of the indecorous disputes that have been indulged 
in on the subject of precedency. Now, whether the right of presiding 
rests with Mr. Bernard or not, this fact is certain, that he is the only one 
of our puisne judges who is competent to take the place of the chief during 
his absence ; and the time, we hope, is near at hand when the Salmons, and 
the Maises, the Longmores, and the Grants, will be relieved of duties 
that ought never to have been trusted to their care. In the dispute which 
retarded the business of the assize court, Mr. Hector Mitchell thought 
proper to use the most insulting language towards his Excellency the 
governor, who, it seems, appointed another judge to act with Mr. Bernard, 
because Messrs. Mais and Mitchell would not sit, unless precedence 
were given to the former. His Excellency has therefore deemed it neces- 
sary to suspend Mr. Mitchell, and we trust that the approval by Her 
Majesty’s government of the Judicial Bill will, long before the commence- 
ment of the new year, give Sir Charles an opportunity of acquainting the 
rest of our “ unlearned” lawgivers, that the country is to be happily rid of 
their future services. 





UNITED STATES, 
WE find in the papers the following indication of the progress 


of ecclesiastical action on the subject of slavery. 

Withdrawment} of Fellowship —Will you please publish the following 
resolutions, passed by Angelica presbytery at the late session at Nunda? 

ist. Resolved,—That presbytery regard the system of American slavery 
as one of the most high-handed abominations practised among the children 
of men. 

2nd. Resolved,—That we do feel solemnly bound to protest against this 
enormity ; and to withdraw the hand of christian fellowship from all who 
practise or apologise for this sin. 

New York Evangelist. 
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